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UAL Corp., the eae of United Airlines, is moving 
its headquarters back to the city of Chicago. 


Thirty-seven ee after shifting its base from 
Chicago to Elk Grove Township, UAL will 
announce today plans to build a new facility on 
O'Hare International Airport land owned by the city. 
The Tribune reports that UAL's top officers and 
some of its 3,000 employees working in Elk Grove 
Township will be based at the new building. 


Officials of the company and the city have scheduled 
a news conference at O'Hare's Terminal One to 
discuss the plan. 


Details in this morning's Tribune. 


Rachel Barton's settlement may mean higher 
fares 


Chicago-area train riders could wind up footing the 
bill for the almost $30 million that a jury awarded 
this week to violinist Rachel Barton. 


Because of a legal arrangement that excuses the 
Chicago & North Western and its owner, Union 
Pacific, from all but punitive damages in such 
lawsuits, the Metra commuter rail service and its 
insurance company are on the hook for almost all the 
award to Barton. The C&NW would pay less than $1 
million in punitive damages. 


One Metra board member, Gerald Porter, tells the 
Tribune that paying the bill could require Metra 
either "to cut costs or raise prices." And he said he 
doubts the board would vote for service cuts. 
Details. 
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Strepwatch 


The Chicago-area death toll from a virulent form of 
strep bacteria has risen to 11 so far, with 38 cases of 
the infection reported in the six-county Chicago area 
from Dec. 15 to March 1 -- seven more than the 
number over the same period a year ago. 


Illinois State Health Department officials say that 
suburban Cook County seems to have registered an 
unusually high number of infections -- 15 cases 
alone since the beginning of the year. 


In Kane County, where four have died, health 
officials have issued guidelines to reduce worries 
and emergency-room waits. Although some doctors 
have recommended strep tests for anyone with 
flu-like symptoms, Kane County Health Department 
acting Executive Director Frederick Carlson 
recommends putting off such tests unless people 
have these symptoms: A sore throat and fever, a sore 
throat with skin rash, or a sore throat that persists for 
more than two or three days. 


Details. 


Illinois Internet pedophiles crackdown passes 
subcommittee 


Those convicted in Illinois of soliciting sex from 
kids under 18 over the Internet could get up to three 
years in prison -- compared to just court supervision 
now -- under a bill approved by a subcommittee in 
the State Senate. ge 


The bill, sponsored by Sen. Debbie Halvorson 
(D-Crete), now heads to the full Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 


Details. 


Chicago-area teens use play to push 
drunken-driving bill 


Almost 18 months after the drunken-driving accident 
that killed her sister and two other Waubonsie 
Valley High School juniors, 14-year-old Sarah 
Matzdorf and several other students today will 
perform a 14-minute play based on the lives and 
deaths of the girls. . 


Their audience: Illinois lawmakers at a luncheon in 
Springfield who potential Sue por of a bill that 
would increase prison terms for those convicted of 
drunken driving. 


Details. 


Opening arguments set for suspect in 3-year-old's 
murder 


Accused of shooting and killing 3-year-old German 
Morales just two days after Christmas 1997, Edwin 
Orta today faces the start of his trial for murder. Jury 
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Morales just two days after Christmas 1997, Edwin 
Orta today faces the start of his trial for murder. Jury 
selection was completed yesterday. 


The toddler, whose name is still invoked by 
advocates of strict gun-control laws, was riding his 
Big Wheel tricycle through Chicago's Humboldt 
Park neighborhood when he was caught in what 
investigators said was a gang shooting. 


The next day, police charged Orta, now 26, with 
first-degree murder and held him without bond. 


Bulls sink ... to new low 


The Bulls lost to the Detroit Pistons, 108-78 -- their 
worst margin of defeat since moving to the United 
Center in 1994. The Bulls are at Philadelphia at 6 
p.m. Chicago time. 


Details. 
Coming up... 


Death-penalty opponents will hold a rally at 5 p.m. 
outside the Chicago office of Gov. George Ryan, 
100 W. Randolph St. ... Among the competitors in 
Washington, D.C. today for the finals of the Intel 
Science Talent Search -- the most prestigious such 
contest for U.S. high school students -- is Oak Park 
resident Keith Winstein, a senior at the Illinois 
Mathematics and Science Academy in Aurora. His 
entry: "Lexical Pieper hy Through Adaptive 
Modulation of the Wor Choice Hash." ... Illinois 
State Lottery officials want you to vote online for 
one of 10 finalists for a new 25th-anniversary logo 
for the lottery. Cast your ballot at 
http://www. illinoislottery.com/logovotel .htm. ... 
arents looking for tips on how to make the 
Internet safer for their kids can attend a pee at 
Fox River Grove Junior High School, 401 Orchard 
St., at 6:30 p.m. 847-516-1871. 
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